The Cold War (1945-1985)

Terms

· The Big Three was the name giving in the Grand Alliance to America, Russia, and Britain.

· At the Tehran Conference in 1943 the Grand Alliance decided to open up a third front at Normandy rather than continuing up through Italy as per Stalin and Roosevelts wishes. Thus Eastern Europe would already be put under Soviet Control.

· In 1946 Truman cut of any aid to the USSR and threatened to ‘get tough’ on Stalin if he forced a govt on a nation against their will. Stalin called the bluff due to our rapid troop mobilization and our blind faith in the power of the Atom Bomb.

· After the near collapse of some European Govts as a result of Communist actions, in 1947 American George Marshall instituted the Marshall Plan designed to pump money into the European economy/infrastructure so as to combat Communism. In addition, the Truman Doctrine based around Containment of Communism was put into effect.

· As a result of the Berlin Airlift Europe and the Americans (along with some other smaller countries) formed NATO as an alliance against the communist threat in 1949. In 1955 Stalin retaliated by forming the Warsaw Pact out of the USSR.

· The Korean War was the first time two superpowers would clash (NATO vs Russia) but the war was fought through proxies (UN and China).

· Christian Democrats were a large scale political party that emerged after WWII in Europe. The Progressive Catholics were able to rebuild Europe because they played on the common Christian heritage of Europe.

Late Cold War

· Détente was the favored policy of the cold war after the failure of Containment in Vietnam. Détente focused on reduction of tensions mainly through symbolic actions (the first action of ‘détente’ was when the president of West Germany paid his respects to the Polish Tomb of the Unknown Soldier). 

· Willy Brand-Chancellor of West Germany. He tried to ease tensions by recognizing numerous Eastern Bloc countries as legitimate, something that had generally not been done before because they lacked free elections.

· Helsinki Accords, 1975. 35 participating European nations agreed that national borders cannot be changed by force and that they would accept certain human rights and freedoms for their citizens.

· The ‘Misery Index’ was an statistical invention in the 70s which combined the unemployment and economic stagnation numbers into one number so as to better able show overall economic health.
